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objection admit of a construction under which it completely
disappears. They belong, if I mistake not, to two clas&es:
(i) that in which a spring of action seems to modify its
relative worth with outward circumstances: (2) that in which
its place is apparently changed by its special intensity. As
an example of the first, take the natural resentment at
wrong, even when brought into the form of love of justice,
or desire to treat men according to their deserts. The
maxim 'Mat justttia, ruat c&lum] attests the almost supreme'
place assigned to this motive by the general sentiment.
Yet, no sooner do the social conditions become dangerously
exceptional, as in times of conspiracy and successful crimo,
than the best administrators unhesitatingly offer not only
immunity to a confessing criminal, but a huge bribe to
break his oath of secrecy and betray his accomplices. No
treatment can be more at variance with his deserts. A
motive principle which can thus be deposed by circum-
stances is not judge but judged: the estimate of it changes
from person to person, and from time to time; and as it is
public utility that shifts the value assigned to it, that is
certainly the criterion on which it depends. I answer, that
there is here no change whatever in the estimate of the
principle of justice; but merely a sacrifice of its applica-
tion to one person in order to secure its application to
several, instead of acquiescing in its frustration for all. In
offering the reward for Queen's evidence, it is always
assumed that the promise to participate in the crime and
keep it secret is itself a criminal act, and not binding; so
that the wages are tendered, not for a new iniquity, but
for retreat from an old one; and the departure from justice
is limited to the grant of impunity; a grant reluctantly
made, with no other desire than to gam the best terms
possible for the total justice of the case. The spring of
action is therefore still in its dominant place, and is not
really dislodged by outward^ circumstances. And, even if
it were pronounced expedient to remit punishment alto-
gether for a particular crime, that so-called 'expediency*